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An Analysis of the Relationship between
Length of the Utterance and Amount of
Information in Chinese Advanced Learners
of Japanese: the Case of Refusing Requests

MEeNG Yun

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between the
length of an utterance and the amount of information in Chinese ad-
vanced learners of Japanese. This research is based on politeness theory,
and data was collected using a Discourse Completion Test. A total of
215 significant responses were obtained from 49 native Japanese speakers,
59 native Chinese speakers and 107 Chinese learners of Japanese. The
Japanese learners were divided into three groups according to length of
residence in Japan. The data was analyzed using the semantic formulas
method, which is common in the field of comparative pragmatics and
interlanguage pragmatics. In addition, the author analyzed the utter-
ances in terms of letters of the Japanese syllabary. Results showed that
as length of residence in Japan increased, the utterances of Chinese ad-
vanced learners of Japanese became longer than those of the native
Japanese speakers, and that in these advanced learners variations in the
amount of information contained in conversation are related to variations
in the length of the utterance. Furthermore, the results showed that
when measuring the length of an utterance, the number of semantic for-
mulas could not be counted precisely using the conventional method for
semantic formulas.
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F-T—-K: FEEEORS, HHE, hENAARGE LRERE AT

FC®IC

HAGEFEF ORI, SCERETHTO HAFE ML TH-oTH, 2
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MEHE B 2FHBAORH S ORI, HE - B - MEEm o
LA S, B GEHGO LV E TR > TE 72 (352004, 27 H)o Z
D9 b, HARGEEEFHOERNGRIGE) OB ClX. FBHmNEY o
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== arIABII LR ELMNTEL LI BILERHREITY
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MABREBIZERICE-TLESDTHIEE. WTFRY, FEHGRN
REICHT 2N E SNDA, BEDIF)PMNERIIa=r—2a v
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T2 B fTACBNT, ZORFEORS, 20, SEH. &5
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pletion Test, LT TIZ DCT &M ) OF LW hke L TEKRARIZ X
LM AL TWADS FEEEOERMN D230 K HHEE IS X -
TRR L0, BRARO AT ¥ FOFFERIRZITH—-ShTuiwv, 2
D &) RPN L IETF R R VERANXIC L 202 HW 206,
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HARWIEI M OBR 2 et LR S -5 v, 22T, ARl %
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AEOLFRIZ L 20HIEKROMBY TH L, £, HAFOEFIINS
WCHELT, REDBTHRR S, WEHE2T 52 EITIZEAEDD L0
Ty WHNIEEMANR— R EWZTANT S, AWERT Ty LR
FERT = 3Z0FEF AT, T2 EHXTRSTORNEI BB,
WIS, CEEK Y 7 F TMicrosoft Word) OH D TXF (AR—ZAZED
Ty EVIRRRER IV, CTEBERZ S, TLesy TLwy TLXy %
ER1E—FWIhDI0, 1 CEEHZ D, BAMICEUTOMO L9
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LREADVELO s UBBBLT ZARLZVWEAZVE TwAR
EH 28

3. #BR

A THOWERARE XFHOT— 71200 Tid, HEEBOIEBM %
ety 7 b @ R @ Shapiro-Wilk normality test 2 W CTilX7z, #Ede L
Tty BEED p-value Y005 LT THo/2Z &ho, EHTALTNDS
LR LIC o Tze 22Ty 287 X MY v ZREO— TR E 5 H T
2725 Kruskal-Wallis &9/ ¥ 78F X M) v 7 BEXRA T 572, DT
ZOFMRTH %o

3-1 BRARICEZI9MOER
T AMOVWIGE (3R 3) EEBOKGE (R 4) [THEZHETNEAIC

3 MMovwiE x4 LHORE
TV—7 il AR 72 V=7 Tl BEEEEE
1] 3.41 1.67 1] 2.86 1.14
JSLA 2.87 1.19 JSL1 2.92 1.28
JSL.2 3.59 1.40 JSL.2 2.73 1.12
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x5 BLwEH K6 LERHIVFITILDORLH
IN—7 P fiE B {7 FN—7 P fiE T fi 75
1] 2.92 1.02 11 2.78 0.87
JSL1 2.97 1.28 JSL1 2.66 0.91
JSL2 3.27 1.33 JSL2 3.16 121
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Ba EIPS
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TEHFEVET L0V ERNIRELFENE | 2 (3) = 3.86, ns.
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WIS, LW EF] (£5) EEEDFVEETIE DR B (3K 6) 153
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x8 MMowvuwiE *9 HwEoRE
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